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N. B. There 8 ſundry miſtakes of the Preſs in Part I. 
The Reader i is deſired to obſerve they are to be rectified thus. 
Page 16. read 4. and a little lower 52. Almoſt at 
the bottom of the ſame Page, read preci/ely. : 
Page 17 line 4, put only a comma after the word Tg/ament. 
Page 24 in the Note, read IVY DID. and in the laſt line 
Tobb 
Page 31 line 13, for calmneſs read t at the bottom cir- 
cumdabat. 
Page zz line 20, for their read theſe. 


L E TT ER I. 


M LORD, 

ERMIT me once more to addreſs 
your Lordſhip on the Sacrament of 

Baptiſm. + 
The former Letters enquired into the man- 
ner of this Rite: or what the New Teſta- 
ment intends by the action of baptizing. 
The reſult of our enquiry was this: The 
phraſeology of the New Teſtament is taken from 
the SEPTUAGINT, or Greek tranſlation of the 
Old: and ſuch words, and only ſuch words, 
are uſed to expreſs the action of baptizing, 
as there denote and ſpecify, preciſely, that 
particular precept of bathing, or covering the 
whole body in water; a Rite perfectly diſ- 
tint from, and never confounded with any 
other Rite of ſprinkling, pouring, &c. | 
And I beg leave once more to propoſe it 
to public conſideration, Whether it is poſſi- 
ble, agreeably to the Language of the Old 
Teſtament, to chuſe out Words that hall, 
— S A 2 | ſo 


| (4) 
| -precifely, and firongly, convey the Mes of 
* $ mer fien, as What the Evangeliſts and Apo- 
| es have actually choſen, when they ſpeak 
4 of baptiſm ? — Could any one have helped 
1 them to apter and more determinate Lan- 
guage, on ſuppoſition that they wanted and 
deſigned to expreſs to their brethren and 
country-men that familiar and frequent prac- 
tice amongſt them, of waſhing the whole 
Body?—lf the Spirit which inſpired the Apo- 
ſtles, had given them a foreſight of the con- | 
troverſies which have ariſen on this head, 
could they have fixed on words better adapted 
to prevent ſuch controverſies? to prevent its - 
being ever ſaid, The Language of the New 
« Teſtament concerning this Duty is ſo in- 
“ determinate and lax, that it matters not, 
ce whether, in baptiſm, you cover the whole 
“ body, or apply a little water to a part of 
eit. Let ſcripture be its own interpreter, 
comparing one part with another. Have not 
then the New Teſtament writers taken from 
their own ſcriptures that language, and all that 
language, and, I think it may be added, only 
that language, which expreſſes the one, only 
uſage ſo often ſpecified by bathing the fleſh, 
or perſon, in water EET 
It is eaſy for a reader, though of good un- 
derſtanding, to loſe himſelf amidſt clouds 
and darkneſs, if he knows nothing of- the 
learned languages, when the books He reads 
| draw 


8 . 
draw him to the peruſal of diſputes about the 
ſenſe and meaning of an unknown tongue. 
But as the whole of the affair, ſo far as 
we have yet gone, turns _ one ſhort plain 
C 


queſtion ; ſo every man of common ſenſe can 
obſerve, whether a perſon of candour, and 
allowed to be a capable judge, will give his 
anſwer yea, or nay. The ſhort, plain queſtion 
is this. Is there ground and reaſon to con- 
clude, the writers of the New Teſtament 
would have uſed other expreſſions, if they 
had intended that one Rite of immerſon? If 
fo, what are thoſe other expreſſions ? — This 
is bringing the matter to a ſhort and plain 


I believe, my Lord, the moſt exact and 
rigorous examination of the foregoing queries 
will end in this concluſion : That by the fa- 
cramental baptiſm of water, the New Teſta- 
ment means, preciſely and only, immenſion in 
water. p a 3 

80 that the learned Mr Se/den, who lived 
a little after immerſion grew out of uſe, had 
too much reaſon to fay, In England, of 
late years, ever thought, the Parſon bap- 
&* tiſed bis own Fingers, rather than the Child. 
Selden's Works, Vol. VI. Col. 2008, 

If theſe things are ſo; then there is ano- 
ther conſideration, deſerving the attention of 
Proteſtants; namely, What reply ſhall we make 
to the Papi//s? Who inſiſt upon it, they 
do not more change and innovate in the Ad- 

| miniſtration 


(6) 
miniſtration of the Lord's Supper, by with- 
holding the Cup from the Laity, than we do 
in the Adminiſtration of baptiſin, by ſetting 
aſide immer ſion, and ſubſtituting ſprinkling or 
pouring in its place. We call theirs a half- 
communion ; and juſtly, becauſe they with- 
hold the wine. What if they call ours, 
on the ſame ground, a half-baptiſm? How 
ſhall we reply? I doubt the Papiſts will ever 
remain unanſwered by a conſiſtent Proteſtant, 
until he confeſſes immer on the only baptiſm: 
and that it cannot be proved, the church of 
Rome has more departed from the Chriſtian 
rule, in their manner of adminiſtring the 
Lord's Supper, than we have in our manner 
of adminiſtring Bapriſm. | | 

I wiſh this matter may be duely conſidered 
that we may take off occaſion from thoſe who 
eek occaſion to ſupport themſelves in error. 
A ſenfible Roman Catholic, who knows his 
ſtrength, or perhaps rather our weakneſs 
will always retort upon us, Shew us your 
* authority for laying aſide the primitive and 
* ſcriptural zmmer/ion ; and we will produce 
© our authority for withholding the cup from 
„ the Laity.” 

I come now, my Lord, to what was pro- 
miſed at the concluſion of the former LET- 
TERS; namely, to enquire into the nature and 
end of Chriſtian Baptiſm. Throughout which 
enquiry, I ſhall carefully keep in ſight, as 

i - 


1 
a ſure guide, the two following propoſitions of 
your Lordſhip. 

mY ce All poſitive duties, or duties made ſuch 

y inſitution alone, depend entirely on the 
a and declaration of the Perſon. who in- 
ſtitutes or ordains them, with reſpect to the 
real deſign and end of them.“ 

11. © The paſſages in the New Te/flament, 
which relate to this duty, and they alone, 
are the original accounts of the nature and 
end of this inſtitution, and the only authen- 
tic declarations, upon which we of later ages 
can ſafely depend ; being written by the im- 
mediate followers of our Lord; thoſe who 
were witneſſes themſelves of the inſtitution; 
or were inſtructed by thoſe who were ſo; and 
join with them in delivering down one and 
the ſame account of this religious duty.” 
The author of a well known book, entitled 
The Moral Philoſopher, written in favour of 
infidelity, would have it, that baptiſm and 
* the Lord's Supper are not Chriſtian inſtitu- 
tions, becauſe the external elementary parts 
* of theſe ſacraments were in uſe before, as 
„ national rites, uſages, &c. amongſt the 
Jews.“ 

To him Dr Leland returns this plain, ſatis- 
factory anſwer: But that which makes any 
* thing to be properly a Chriſtian inſtitution, 
* is, its being inſtituted or appointed by 
$6 Chriſt himſelf, to be obſerved in his church: 
* if therefore Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper 


Were 


(8) 
« were thus inſtituted or appointed by Chriſt 
te himſelf, they are, properly | g. Chriſ- 
tian inſtitutions, and it doth not alter the 
* caſe, whether we ſuppoſe them, with re- 
e oard to the outward elementary part of 
* them, to have been among the Jeus be- 
c fore, or not.” vid. Leland's Anſwer to the 
Moral Philgſopher. Edit. 1. page 478, 479. 
The firſt account of baptiſm, as a Chri/- 
tian inſtitution, is in Matt, xxviii. 19. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations; bapti xing 
them into the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the holy Ghoſt. | 2 
The plain ſenſe and meaning of which 
words cannot be better expreſſed than in the 
following Paraphraſe of Doctor S. Clarke, viz. 
© Go therefore and preach the goſpel to all 
* the world, making diſciples out of every 
* nation, and baptizing them with water in 
« the name, &c. that is, receiving them to a 
< profeſſion of the belief, and an obligation to 
© the practice of that religion, which God the 
«© Father has revealed and taught by his Son, 
* and confirmed and eſtabliſhed by the holy 
„ Ghoſt.” . | 
St Mark gives the ſame account of this 
inſtitution, though in different words. Mark 
Xvi. 15, 16. And he ſaid unto them, Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the goſpel to 
every creature; be that believeth and is bap- 
tized ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not 
ſhall be damned. That is, faith the above 


Para- 


(9) 


Para ohraſt, « Preach the goſpel to all man- 
ce Bd. He that embraces my religion, and 


* by baptiſm enters into an obligation to obey 


« it, and lives accordingly, ſhall be faved: 
< but he that rejects the goſpel, either by ob- 
e ftinate unbelief, or by impenitent diſobe- 
* dience, ſhall be damned.” 

It is certain, the Scripture makes a difference 
between the baptiſms of John and Chriſt; for 
the ſame perſons who had already received 
Fohn' s baptiſm, were baptized a ſecond time 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus, Acts xix. 3, 4, g. 

The chief diſtinctions are cheſe following: 

I. The baptiſm of John was confined to the 
Jews : but Chriſtian baptiſm is appointed for 
all nations. 

Jobn took his ſtation by the river Jordan, 
for the convenience of immerging the great 
multitudes that reſorted to him: and there 
went out to him Jeruſalem, and all udea, and 
all the region round about Jordan, and were 
baptized of him in Jar dan, confeſſing their ſins, 
Matt. ui. 5, 6, 7. But Chriſt coming, à light 
to enlighten the Gentiles, as well as for the glory 
* of bis people Iſrael; therefore his baptiſm is 
appointed for the Gentiles as well as Jews. 
Go, teach all nations, baptizing them, ſaith St 
Matthew. And St Mark, Preach the goſpel 
to every creature; he that believeth | whoever 
beheveth, whether Jew or Gentile] and is 
baptized, ſhall be ſaved. 

3 II. John 
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II. John baptized the people to prepare 
48 the faith of the Metal: about 4 50 
or juſt coming : but Chriſtian baptiſm is decla- 
rative of faith in the Meſſiah not coming, but 
come. 

This diſtinction is proved by the following 
texts. 

Acts xix. 4. Then ſaid Paul, John verily 
baptized with the baptiſm of repentance, ſay- 
ing unto the people, that they ſhould believe on 
him which ſhould come after him, that ts, on 
Chrift Feſus. John i. 31. That he [Chriſt] 
ſhould be made manifeſt to Iſrael ; therefore am 
1 come baptizing with water. 

But Jeſus being declared, manifeſted, proved 
to be the Son of God with power, by the re- 
ſurrection from the dead; and all power be- 
ing actually given to him in heaven and in 
earth ; therefore, Chriſtian baptiſm is into the 
name of the Son, ſo manifeſted, as well as of 
the Father, Matt. xxvin. 18, 19. 

III. The Scripture, I think, affords ground 
alſo for this diſtinction, vig. Chriſtian bap- 
tiſm teacheth expreſſſy faith in the Holy Spi- 


vit; which doth not appear to be any part of 


the inſtruction neceſſary at John's baptiſm : 
for the diſciples at Epheſus, who had been 


baptized unto John's baptiſm, tell St Paul, 


They had not ſo much as heard, whether there 

be any holy Ghoſt, Acts xix. 2. 
Some learned divines make another very 
great and important difference between the 
two 


. 
two baptiſms ; that is, John's baptiſm excluded 
infants, but Chriſtian baptiſm includes them. 

Dr Whitby obſerves, © It is not to be won- 
« dered at that infants were not baptized dur- 
ing John's miniſtry; becauſe the baptiſm 


«© thus uſed by Jobr and Chr:/?s diſciples, 


vis, before the inſtitution of CHriſtian bap- 
ziſm] © was only the baptiſm of repentance, 
© and faith in the Meſſiah which was for to 
© come; of both which infants were incapa- 
<« ble.” Annotal. in Matt. xix. 13, 14. He 
fays the fame in his Diſſertation on Matthew 
XXViil. 19. 

Turrettin, Divinity - Profeſſor at Geneva, 
ſays, John admitted none to baptiſm but ſuch 
as confeſſed their fins ; becauſe his buſineſs lay 
in baptizing the adult, &ce. TFohannes ne- 
minem ad baptiſmum admittebat, niſi conſi- 
e tentem peccata ſua, quia agebatur de adultis 
« baptizandis, &c.” Turret. Iuſtit. Vol. III. 
P. 468. 


How far this ſentiment (that the baptiſm of 


John excluded infants, but that yet they have 
a right to Chriſtian baptiſm) is agreeable to 
ſcripture, ſhall next be conſidered. 
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My LORD, 
\ X J Hoever will give himſelf the trouble 
to look back on the firſt part of theſe _ 
Letters, and read the texts produced concern- 
ing John's baptiſm, will, I believe, perceive 
no footſtep in them of his baptizing infants : 
nor is there any declaration, or the leaſt hint, 
that the diſciples of Chriſt, before his death, 
baptized any but grown people. As Dr Wh:tby 
obſerves, © They only baptized, as John had 


done, into the faith of the Meſſiah which was 


ce to come; and with that baptiſm of repent- 
e ance, which prepared the eus for the re- 
e ception of his kingdom. It is not there- 
fore to be wondered, that they baptized not 
e thoſe infants, who could not, by an ac- 
* tual repentance, prepare themſelves for the 
* coming of that Mefliah, who was then at 
ce hand.” Whitby's Diſfſert. on Matt. xxviii. 19. 
The diſciples of Chriſt, during his miniſtry 

on earth, as well as the diſciples of John, were 
very well acquainted with the inſtitution of 
baptiſm; for they themſelves baptized great 
multitudes. The Lord knew thaw the Phari- 
fees had heard that Jeſus made and baptized 
more dijciples than John, though Feſus himſelf 
baptized nat, but his d;jc:ples, John iv. 1, 2. 

But 


( 13 ) 


But they adminiſtered a baptiſm in which in- 


fants had no part, When therefore our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, after his reſurrection, inſtituted 
his facrament of baptiſm, if infants were to be 
received to it, © It cannot be doubted that he 


ce himſelf ſufficiently declared this to his firſt 


c and immediate followers ; which ſufficient 
and only authentic declaration muſt appear 
in ſome paſſage of the New Teſtament.” 

There ſeems the greateſt reaſon to expect 
ſome expreſs declaration on this head ; be- 
cauſe, otherwiſe, men, who had hitherto been 
uſed to exclude infants, and to look upon them 
no way concerned in the ordinance of baptiſm, 
would be likely ſtill to paſs them by, and not 
think of them as coming within the reach of 
their freſh commiſſion, Men who, during 
John's miniſtry, had already baptized many 
thouſands of the adult only amongſt the eus, 
would naturally conclude, on their being ſent 
forth to practiſe the ſame rite amongſt the 
Gentiles, that with them alſo the adult only 
were proper ſubjects, unleſs there appeared 
ſomething upon the face of their commiſſion 
to teach them otherwiſe. The baptiſm of 
infants being hitherto uncommanded, concern- 
ing which God had given them nothing in 
charge; it will ſeem quite neceſſary they ſhoi:1d 
have ſome plain, clear, determinate inſtruc- 
tions on this head ; eſpecially and above all in 
this ſort of duty, which owes a// its bliga- 
tion and all its virtue to poſitive command: | 

| ſay 
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(14) 
fy it will ſeem quite neceſſary they ſhould 
have ſome plain, determinate inſtructions, if 
they were, for the future, to give baptiſm to 
perſons to whom they had not been uſed, nor 
directed to give it. | 
And this will ſeem yet more reaſonable to 


be expected, if in proceſs of time, and where 


Chriſtianity came to be the eſtabliſhed reli- 


gion, the fit complection and expreſs import 


of this rite were to undergo ſuch a change, that, 


Inſtead of being the ſign of repentance towards 


God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
in the party baptized; it ſhould, univerſally, 
be admimiſtered at an age and time of life 
when the baptized know nothing about re- 
pentance and faith, 


This, my Lord, is actually the cafe in all 
Chriſtian countries. Baptiſm 1s not, as it was 
in the beginning, a ſign of repentance and 
faith in the perſon baptized. Babes of a few 
days old know nothing of theſe things: and 
yet theſe are, according to all Aga! eftabliſh- 
ments, the only ſubjects of it, except, what 
happens very rarely, the baptiſm of proſelytes. 

Let us now examine the paſſages of the 
New Teſtament, and ſee whether Jeſus Chriſt 
has by himſelf, or his immediate followers, 


declared that infants are the ſubjects of this 


inſtitution. | 


The firſt account of baptiſm as a Chriſtian 
ordinance is Matt. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations, baptizing them into the 

name 


(15) 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the holy Ghoft. Which commiſſion is, in St 
Mark xvi. 15, 16. thus expreſſed, Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the goſpel to every 
creature; he that believeth and is baptized ſhall 
be ſaved, but he that belie verb not ſhall be 
damned. 

The only difference in the accounts of theſe 
two Evangeliſts is, that re in his ex- 
preſſion reach, | waInrwoule, d ſciple] all na- 
tions, is more conciſe than Mar pn! inſtead 
of it ſays, preach A goſpel to every creature, 
he that elieveth, &c. 

It may not be impertinent to obſerve, that 
the word in Matthew rendered [teach] is not 
the word commonly rendered teach in the 
New Teſtament. The word commonly uſed 
is [MM] which occurs very often: but the 
other word [pa yrwo, teach] in the baptiſmal 
commiſſion of Matthew, is uſed only three 
times more in all the New Teſtament. Mate. 
XIll. 52. Every ſcribe WHICH Is INSTRUCTED 
[ua rel es] into the kingdom of heaven. 
Matt. xxvii. 57. Foſeph who alſo himſelf” was 
Jesvs's DISCIPLE Te Two Tw Inos]. Acts 
iv. 21. When they had preached the goſpel to 
that city, and HAD TAUGHT many | pa gwreu- 
ozvle&;), They did not barely preach the goſ- 
pel, but taught ſo effectually as to prevail on 
many to become diſciples, or believers, This 

is the plain import of the original, > 
he 
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(16) 

The common appellation of Chriftiau 2 
lievers, occurring in very numerous paſſages 
of the New Teſtament, is On Jar] diſciples, 
As this is the uſual ame of believers in Chriſt, 


we have the verb of it in our Lord's commiſ- 


ſion, where he bids his followers to go and 
make converts to him throughout the world. 
So that whereas pa Intew implies feaching, 
full as much as the more common word 
[220%], the difference is, that the former 
has a more preciſe and determinate meaning; 
conveying to the apoſtles this idea, viz. So 
teach the people, as to perſuade them to be- 
come my diſciples. 

I do not diſlike the rendering, a 'ſciple all 
nations ; provided the idea of teaching make a 
neceſſary part of it, and that diſciple and bap- 
tige be not taken for ſynonymous terms, as 
ſome make them, I think, without any foun- 
dation in ſcripture, or juſt. criticiſm, As in 
John iv. I. praMics mo x, Game contain 
two diſtin? ideas, viz, firſt 70 make di ſciples, 
and then to baptize them; ſo Matt. xxviii. 


19. A E, SU les, expreſs the ſame 


two diſtinct ideas; viz. make diſciples, and 
baptize them. Firſt convert them to the 
faith of Chriſt; and when that is done, bap- 


tize them *. 
1 


* © ,#9n1:vew here is to preach the goſpel to all nations, 
« and to engage them to believe it in order to their profe/ior 
* that faith by baptiſm; as ſeems apparent (1) from the 
„parallel commiſſion Mark xvi. 15. Go, preach the goſpel to 

66 every 


; (17) 
1 éſubmit theſe few remarks to your Lord- 
ſhip's: better judgment and ſkill. And if they 
are true, then, I ſuppoſe, all that the apoſtles 
could learn from the commiſſion is, that whereas 
they had been uſed before to teach the Jet, 
and to baptize ſuch only of them as profeſſed 
to receive and believe their doctrine ; they 
were henceforth to enlarge their plan ; and, 
preaching fo all ſorts of people, to baptize thoſe 
who believed their report. So their commiſ- 
ſion exprefily runs: Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gofpel to every creature; he 
that believeth [your doctr ine] and is baptized, 


- Your Lordſhip inſtructs me to ſay, It 
* cannot be doubted Jeſus Chriſt ſufficiently 
declared to his firſt and immediate followers 
<< the whole of what he deſigned ſhould be 
* underſtood by, or implied in this duty; 
* for this being a poſitive inſtitution, depend- 
« ing entirely upon his will, and not deſigned 
*© to contain any thing in it, but what he him- 
< ſelf ſhould pleaſe to ah to it; it mult fol- 
% low that he declared his mind about it fully 
and plarnly: becauſe otherwiſe, he muſt 

© be ſuppoſed to nas a duty, of which 


&« no 
c every creature; he that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be 


« /aved. (2) From the ſcripture notion of a aiſciple, that be- 
ing ſtill the ſame as a beliener. I defire any one to tell 
* me, how the apoſtles could ne,, make a diſciple of an 
« Heathen, or unbelieving Few, without being uaIyres, or 
teachers of them, whether they were not ſent to preach to 
„them that could hear, &c." | 
IWhitby's Note on Matt. xxvlii. 19, 


(18) 
© no one could have any notion without his 
© inſtitution, and at the ſame time, not to 
© inſtruct his followers ſufficrently what that 
« duty was to be. 


New your Lordſhip will ſuffer me to aſk, 


Where has Jeſus Chriſt declared his mind, 


and declared it Fully, and plainly that infants 
are to receive Chriſtian baptiſm? It may be 
ſeen plainly enough, that he ſent forth his 
apoſtles to gather a people to himſelf: to make 
diſciples, converts, believers, in all nations 
and that nothing hindered their being baptiz- 
ed, 7f they believed. But with regard to any 
part of the human ſpecies not ſo qualified, is 
there not, I appeal to your Lordſhip, an in- 
tire profound filence? Is not our Saviour's 
commiſiion far from declaring fully and plainly 
in favour of children's baptiſm, perfectly ſilent 
on this head? Does it ſay more than this; 
make diſciples, converts, believers, amongſt all 
nations, and baptize theme 11 5 

If our Lord's commiſſion expreſſes no more, 
then I obſerve, it is a rule readily admitted, 
that a limited commiſſion amounts to a pro- 
hibittzon of the things not therein contained, 
as in the caſe of another poſitive inſtitution; 
circumciſion ; the order, every man-child ſhall 
be circumciſed ; is, we all know, a prohibi- 
lion with regard to the female. 

But if it ſhould be thought there is ſome 


obſcurity in fo brief an account as this of 


Matter and Mark, the ſubſequent 1 
47 | | PST, 5 


— »>84 


(19) 
of the apoſtles muſt be owned the beſt and 


only authentic explanation and comment on 
their maſter's law. This ſhall be next conſi- 


dered. I am, 
| My Lokp, Ge. 


FF 


CT TTL SS 


E are now, my Lord, to conſider the 

hractice of the apoſtles and firſt teach- 
ers, as the beſt and only authentic comment 
on their maſter's law. 

The firſt mention of baptiſm admin ered 
after Chriſt's aſcenſion is Acts ii. 38, 41, Then 
Peter ſaid unto them, REPENT, and be bap- 
lied every one of you in the name of Feſus 


Chrijt for the remiſſion of fins ; and ye ſhall re- 


ceive the gift of the holy Ghoſt. Then they 
THAT GLADLY RECEIVED HIS WORD Were 
baptized. 

There never was a better opportunity for 
the apoſtles to ſhow, clearly and fully, the 
whole of what they underſtood by chriſtian 
baptiſm, than this recorded in Ads ii. It 
was one of thoſe great feſtivals, when devout 
people were come together at Yeruſalem out 2 
every nation under heaven, and when the di 
ciples received ſuch an effuſion of the H 
Ghoſt as excited all men's curioſity and aſto- 
niſhment. They were all amazed and mar- 


Ca velled ; 


620) 
velled; and aſked, What meaneth this? Up- 
on this, Peter ſtood up with the eleven, and 
preached Chriſt to them ſo effectually, that 
they abere pricked in the heart, and ſaid unto 
Peter, and to the reſt of the apoſtles, Men and 
brethren, what ſhall we do? Then Peter ſaid 
wnto them, Repent, and be baptized, &c. for 
the promiſe is unto you and to your children, and 
10 all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God ſhall call. What was the ef- 
fe& and conſequence of this ſermon? It was 
this; Then they that GLADLY RECEIVED HIS 
wok D were baptized : and the ſame day there 
were added unto them about three thouſand ſouls : 
and they continued fledfaſtly in the apoſtles doc- 
trine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread 
and in prayers. 

When theſe men under deep concern, pricb- 
ed in their heart, aſk direction and advice, 
ſaying, Nhat ſhall we do? and Peter inſtructs 
them to repent and be baptized ; does he ſay 
alſo, bring your offspring to baptiſm ? No- 
thing of this: but all that the hiſtory relates 
is, They that gladly received his word were bap- 
zized ; and the three thouſand ſouls, who were 
added at this time, continued ftedfaſtly in the 
apoſtles doctrine, and fellowſhip, and in break- 
ing of bread, and in prayers. This is in effect 
telling us how many were baptized, viz. about 

three thouſand, who continued ſtedfaſt, &c. 
Infants bear no part in this hiſtory of bap- 
tiſm ; unleſs it be ſuppoſed that they are in- 
| * cluded 


621) f 
cluded in verſe 29, For the PROMISE 1s 
unto you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
ſhall call. LIE | 

Upon this your Lordſhip will permit me to 
make two or three very obvious remarks. 

(I.) The PROMISE is not baptiſm, but 
expreſſed in the words immediately foregoing, 
viz. Ye ſhall receive THE GIFT OF THE HOLY 
GHosT : a promiſe ſo remarkably fulfilled, as 
created aſtoniſhment in St Peter's auditory ; 
and to the accompliſhment whereof he invites 


their attention in the following words, verſes 


16, 17, &c. This is that which was ſpoken 
by the prophet Joel: — And it ſhall come to paſs 
in the laſt days, ſaith God, I will pour out of 
MY $PTIRIT upon all fleſh, &c. This pro- 
-miſe, St Peter tells his hearers, they ſaw ful- 
filled in him and his brethren, verſe 33. For 
Feſus being exalted to the right hand of God, 
and having received of the Father the P RO- 
MISE or THE HoLY Ghost, he hath ſbed 
forth this which ye now ſee and hear. 

(2.) You and your children is nothing more 
than you and your POSTERITY [zug Texy01G 
de]. So in hn viii. 39. 1f ye were Abra- 
ham's CHILDREN [Le] ye would do the aworks, 
&c. Acts xiii. 32, 33. The promiſe which was 
made unto the fathers, God halb fulfilled the 
fame UNTo Us THEIR CHILDREN [exvoig]. 
Matt. xxvii. 25. His blood be on us and on OUR 
CHILDREN | Texvz nuwy|, An imprecation 
e : which 
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(22) 
which has miraculouſly reſted on them, and 
their deſcendants, for almoſt ſeventeen hun- 


dred years. | 
(3.) This promi/e takes place neither in 


them nor their children, nor the Gentiles (them 


that are afar off) but on condition of their be- 
lieving, expreſſed in the text by as many as 
the Lord our God ſhall call. 

So that the word children here, has no re- 
ference to the infantile ſtate ; nor does the pro- 
miſe mean baptiſm. The learned Doctors, 
Hammond and Whitby, though they have both 
written in favour of infant-baptiſm, conclude 
this text is nothing to the purpoſe. The 
words of the firſt are, © If any have made uſe 
<« of that very wnconcludent argument [the 

* promiſe is made to you, and to your children] 
„ I have nothing to ſay in defence of them. 
I think the word children there, is really the 


* poſterity of the Fews, and F: peculiarly 


<< their infant-children.” Reſel. 6 Qu. Edit. 
I2mo. P. 2 56. Sed. 81. And Whitby, © Theſe 
words will not prove a right of infants to 
receive baptiſm: the promiſe mentioned here 
e being that only of the holy Ghoſt, mention- 
« ed verſes 16, 17, 18. and ſo relating only to 
« the times of the miraculous effuſion of the 
holy Ghoſt, and to thoſe perſons who, by 
age, were made capable of thoſe extraordi- 
« nary gifts. Annot. in Acts ii. 38, 39. 

The next adminiſtration of baptiſm is in 
Adds viii. The ſucceſs of the goſpel at Jeru- 
alem 


(23) 

falem raiſed the envy and reſentment of the un- 
believing Jews; ſo that, verſe 1. there was a 
great perſecution againſt the church which was 
at Jeruſalem, and they were all ſcattered abroad, 
&c. Upon this diſperſion, Philip went down to 
the city of Samaria, and preached Chriſt unto 
them ; verſe 5. And when they BELIEVED 
Philip, preaching the things concerning the 
kingdom of God, and the name of Feſus Chriſt, 
— were baptized, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN. 
Then Simon himſelf BELIEVED alſo, and bas 
baptized, verſes 12, 13. 

Here likewiſe nothing is to be found but 
the baptiſm of profeſſed belzevers. The hiſ- 
tory is ſo particular and exact, as to mention 
men and women : but there it ſtops. Had the 
facred hiſtorian been a little more explicit, in 
a matter wherein your Lordſhip knows full 
well, and readily owns, we can know nothing 
but from plain declaration, and are leaſt of 
all left to our own reaſonings ; had he, I fay, 
been a little more explicit, and ſaid, men, wwo- 
men, and children, if the fact was really ſo; 
it would have prevented much doubt and con- 
troverſy. But, as in this ſame chapter, when 
he relates Saul's committing nen and women 
to priſon, we naturally conclude, the perſe- 
cutor's rage did not go ſo far as to impriſon 
their infants; (at leaſt there is nothing on 
which to reſt a belief that he did) ſo from his 
ſtopping at men and women in his account of 
baptiſm, it ſeems, he could go no further, 
and 


(24) 


and fays nothing of the baptiſm of their: u 
fants, becauſe he knew nothing of it. 54 
The writer of the As is careful to ook 
expreſs mention of children in an hiſtorical fact 
of much leſs conſequence, when children were 
really part of the company. Thus Acts xxi. 
1 | 5. They all brought us on our way, WITH 
' WIVES AND CHILDREN, till wwe were out of 
the city. We may obſerve in another inſtance 
or two, how carefully the ſcripture mentions 
bl children, when they are parties concerned. 
Matt. xiv. 21. They that had eaten were about 
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1 ve thouſand men, beſide WOMEN AND CHIL- 
| DREN Hu , little children], And in the 
wn. next chapter, which records another miracle 
1 of the like ſort, Matt. xv. 38. They that did 
"Yi eat were four thouſand men, BESIDE WOMEN 
WY AND CHILDREN {Tzi3tev, little children, in- 
10 | Theſe miracles, of feeding ſo many thaw: i 
10 ſand men, from fuch ſcanty proviſion, would 
'# have been ſufficiently great and illuſtrious,” 
[ without the additional circumſtance of women 


and children : but as they were parties con- 


1 cerned, they are mentioned. 

6 And is it not a little ſtrange, my Lord, 
[i that we no where find children mentioned, 
fl not once mentioned, if it were the apoſtles 
115 cuſtom to baptize hem with their parents? 
{8 Theſe ſervants and apoſtles of Chriſt, we have 
$40 

[8 already obſerved, were no ſtrangers to baptiſm 
1 before the death of their maſter. They knew 
i it, 
1 
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(25) 

it, and practiſed it in John's time. But to 
whom did they adminiſter it? To the adult 
only : not to them and their infants. If after- 
wards they were to underſtand and practiſe 
this rite ſo d:ferently from what they had f 
before underſtood and practiſed ; if they were 
to baptize, not only the profeſſors of repent- 
ance and faith, but their offspring too ; may 
we not expect to find ſuch difference expreſſed, 
either in their Lord's commiſſion, or in the 
authentic account of their practice, who bap- 
tized in obedience to his command ? But if 
neither Chriſt nor his apoſtles have declared 
infant-baptiſm, how ſhall we know it to be 
their mind? | | | 

The next baptiſm is that of the eunuch, AFs 
Vii. 36, 37, Cc. who received it on this pro- 
feſſion of faith I believe that Jeſus Chriſt 
is the Son of God, verſe 37. A noble-monu- 
ment of the ſimplicity of the firſt times! 
What a world of ſtrife and miſchief would 
have been prevented, if the church had never 
departed from it! As an eminent writer re- 
marks; It was never well with the chriſtian 
* church, fince it began to be a matter of fo 
e much ſubtilty and wit for a man to be a 
e true chriſtian,” The multitude of articles 
ſince invented, and framed by art and man's 
device, are, as one ſpeaks, © Cobwebs that 
e intangle and catch harmleſs flies, but the 
* waſps break through.” They are only con- 
ſcientious and thinking men, that is, men the 
| D moſt 


(26) 
moſt able and diſpoſed to ſerve the cauſe of 
religion and virtue, that are, or can be incom- 
moded and diſtreſſed by theſe things. Men 
of no thought, and of no conſcience, or of 
flexible and pliant ones, will ſubſcribe what- 
ever the impoſer ſhall pleaſe to enjoin, 
Als ix. 18. relates the baptiſm of St Paul 
only. In the next chapter we have the bap- 
tiſm of Cornelius and his friends. Cornelius is 
faid to be one that feared God, with all his 
houſe, ver. 2, The Jewiſh law ſo prohibited 
communication with the Gentiles, that St Pe- 
ter, the meſſenger of God to the Centurion, 
had a particular revelation to remove his ſcru- 
ples, and to convince him, he might freely go 
unto the Gentiles. In expectation of this im- 
portant viſit from the apoſtle, Cornelius had 
called together his kinſmen and near friends, 
verſe 24. | n 
When Peter was come into the Centurion's 
houſe, he found many that were come together, 
verſe 27. Cornelius, in behalf of the and 
of himſelf, thus addreſſes the apoſtle, Now 
therefore are we all here preſent before God, 
5 to hear all things that are commanded thee of 
'""F God, verſe 33. | 
jap This aſſembly of Gent:les were fo well diſ- 
* poſed to receive the goſpel, that, while Peter 
it; was ſpeaking, the Holy Ghoſt fell on all that 
[+ heard the word, verſe 44. to the great ſurprize 
"18 of the Jewiſh chriſtians, who were aftoniſhed, 
. 4 many as came with Peter, becauſe that on 
| | Ow 


(27) 
the Gentiles alſo was poured out the gift of | 
the Holy Ghoſt. For they heard them ſpeak with 
tongues, verſes 4.5, 46. 

When Peter ſaw this great effect on his 
audience, he ſaid, Can any man jerbid water 
that theſe ſhould not be baptized, which have 
RECEIVED THE HoLy GHosT, as well as 
we? And he commanded them to be baptized 
in the Name of the Lord. Whom does he 
command to be baptized? All that heard the 
word, and had received the Holy Ghoſt. 

I have been thus particular in noting the 
family and friends of this devout man, to ſee 
if there is any trace of infants having a part in 
this hiſtory. | 

But ſtill we find not the moſt diſtant hint, 
much leſs, what your Lordſhip requires in a 
poſitive inſtitution, 2 plain and full declara- 
tion, that children are ſubjects admitted to 
chriſtian baptiſm. 

| Jam, &c. 
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My LORD, 


J Have only one thing more to remark on 
1 the hiſtory of Cornelius. The people call- 
ed Ruakers are of opinion, that the baptiſm of 
the Spirit is the alone chriſtian baptiſm, and 
the baptiſm of water belonged only to the diſ- 
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628) 
penſation of John. But in the caſe of Corne- 
lious we have an inſtance under the chriſtian 
diſpenſation, and upon the call of the Gentiles 
to the faith of the goſpel; wherein it appears 
the apoſtle Peter is ſo far from concluding that 
the baptiſm of the Spirit renders that of wa- 
ter unneceſſary, that he infers directly con- 
trary, viz. No man ought to be againſt their 


baptiſm in water, becauſe they had, previouſ- 


ly, received the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Their baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt was the 


proof and reaſon of their right to the baptiſm 


of water. 
It remains to enquire, whether 7he bapltiſin 
of houſholds, mentioned in ſeveral paſſages of 
ſcripture, does not prove, or ſuppoſe the bap- 
tiſm of infants? We read, that Lydia was 
baptized, AND HER HOUSEHOLD, Adds xvi. 15. 
— that the jailor was baptized, AND ALL HIs, 


ver. 33. and that Paul baptized THE HOUSE- 


HOLD of Stephanas, 1 Cor. i. 16. ; 

Upon this your Lordſhip will pleaſe to in- 
dulge me theſe few plain obſervations. 

(1.) It is certain the word houſe, or houſe- 
hold, is often uſed where none are meant but 
ſuch as are come to years of underſtanding. 
For example, Luke xi. 17. A houſe divided 
againſt a houſe, &c. Fobn iv. 53. Himſelf be- 
lieved, AND HIS WHOLE HOUSE. Acts ii. 36. 
Let ALL THE HOUSE of Iſrael know afſuredly, 
that God hath made that ſame Feſus, &c. Acts 
xViti. 8. Criſpus believed on the Lord, wIrn 

| ALL 


(29) 


ALL HIS HOUSE. Tit. i. 11. Decei vers, who 


ſubvert wHOLE HOUSES, teaching * they 


ought not. Conſequently, 

(2.) To infer it as fact, that infants were 
baptized, as being part of the houſe, is ſup- 
poſing, and taking for granted, not proving 
the matter in queſtion. 

(3.) Of the three examples af houſholds 
baptized, it is expreſſly ſaid of one, [the jailor's] 
that Paul and Silas ſpake the word of the Lord 
to him, and To ALL THAT WERE IN HIS 
HOUSE : and that be believed in God, WITH 
ALL HIS HOUSE, Acls xvi. 32, 34. 

If all the families in Great Britain were 
obliged to take an oath of allegiance; any 
man who ſhould hereafter read our hiſtory, 
would make a very wrong inference, if he 
ſhould, merely from the word Families, or 


houſholds, conclude, this oath was adminiſtered 


to children; though they are very capable of 


the outward and vi/ble fign, which is only 
kiſſing the book. © I think it unreaſonable, 
de fays Dr Hammond, that the apoſtle's bare 
* mention of baptizing his houſhold, 1 Cor. 
& j. 16. ſhould be thought competent to con- 
ce clude, that infants were baptized by him, 
"I when it is uncertain, wh there were 
any ſuch at all in his houſe.” Reſel, fix Qu. 


P. 274. Edit. 12mo. 


Thus, whereſoever we 108 with the ſacra- 
ment of baptiſm, whether amongſt Jes or 


Gentiles, whether adminiſtered by Fehr, or 
the 


19 | 
the diſciples of Chriſt; from the goſpel of St 
Matthew, where it firſt occurs, to the epiſtles 
of St Peter, where we find it laſt; there is, 
from the beginning to the end, a total profound 
| flence concerning the baptiſm of infants. 

And can we, my Lord, bring ſubſtantial 
proof out of this univerſal void? Is an en- 
tire perfect /ilence a ſufficient declaration that 
our children are to receive this ordinance ? I 
am entirely of your Lordſhip's opinion, ** that 
this being a poſitive inſtitution, it muſt fol- 

#4 &* low our bleſſed Lord declared his mind a- 
11 e bout it Fully and plainly.” | | 


1 I may venture to aſſure your Lordſhip, I 
1 have no intereſt to ſerve by retaining my pre- 
"ns ſent opinion : and it will give me a ſincere 
14 pleaſure to diſcover the text or texts, where 
iy it is declared this inſtitution belongeth to chil- 
11 dren. Hs 

fg Whoever ſhall do the kind office to ſhow 
ina me from ſome authentic declaration of the 
| New Teſtament, that infants were baptized, 


I promiſe him to be much more ſpeedy. in 
writing a retraction, than I have been to ſet 
down my reaſons, at leaſt what appear reaſons 
to me, for differing in this point from the 
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1 generality of my fellow chriſtians. 
| iy Does not the very laſt paſſage of the New 
1 Teſtament, which makes mention of baptiſm, 
| vi. 1 Pet. iii. 21. require ſuch a condition of 
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i its efficacy, as children are utterly incapable 
45 of? The like figure whereunto, even baptiſm, 
1 "TD 
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doth of 0 now fave us; not the utting away 
lbe 45 of the fleſh, but THE x pr OF A 
GOOD CONSCIENCE TOWARDS GOD. The in- 
fant, of a week, month, or year old, is merely 
paſſive, and might, where there is water enongh 
for the purpoſe, have the filth of the fleſh 
waſhed away; but what ſhall we ſay to zbe 
anſwer of a good conſcience? without which 
qualification, St Peter aſſures us, baptiſm is 
not ſaving. How ſhall we find a good con- 
ſcience in a creature that is not yet a moral 
agent ? that can do neither good nor evil? 

The Catechiſm fays, There are tuo ſacra- 
ments ordained by Chriſt in his church, as gene- 
rally neceſſary to ſalvation, viz. Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper. Now becauſe the New 
Teſtament 1s as ſilent on baptiſm, as the Lord's 
ſupper, for children; it may, I think, be fair- 
ly concluded, the want of baptiſm does not 

prejudice their falvation, any more than the 

ant of the Lord's ſupper. 
There was a time, your Lordſhip well 
k ows, when it was the general practice of the 
chyuſtian church to give the Lord's ſupper to 
children ; grounded on a miſtake of that ſcrip- 
ture, Except 1 e eat the fleſh of the Son bf man, 
and drink his "Blood, ye have no liſe in you, The 
| fame notion of abſolute and univerſal neceſſity, 
I ſuppoſe, led chriſtians to baptize their chil- 
dren. No leſs a man than St Auſtin taught, 
and ftrenuouſly maintained, that infants un- 
baptized were adjud ged to everlaſting puniſh- 

ments, 


C82 35 

ments, Grot. in Matt. xix. 14. Men's opi- 
nions of the ritual parts of religion ſoon began 
to run extravagantly high *, and ſtill do fo, far 
beyond the ſimplicity of the goſpel: as if there 
were in the things themſelves, with reſpect to 
the moral and ſpiritual qualifications of. the re- 
ceiver, a certain inexplicable charm, to defend 
us from our ghoſtly enemy, and aſcertain ſal- 
vation. And this wrong notion, of the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of ceremonial obſervances, has 
been a very powerful engine in the hands of 
men aiming at ſpiritual dominion, to enſlave 
their neighbours minds and conſciences. In 
popiſh countries, the character of à prieſt muſt 
be of the higheſt importance, when the peo- 
ple are taught, there is no poſſibility of going 
to heaven without the ſacraments, and that he 
only is qualified to adminiſter them. 

I doubt, my Lord, we of the Proteſtant 
religion are not quite clear in this matter; and 
that we view poſitive inſtitutions in ſomewhat 
the ſame wrong light, when, on the child's 
illneſs, we are in the utmoſt hurry to ſend 
for the miniſter, and think the innocent babe 
ſuffers an irreparable loſs, if it expire before it 
be chriſtened. Is not this a ſtronger attach- 
ment to rites and ceremonies, and laying more 
ſtreſs upon them, than even he Jews them- 

ſelves 


* The neceſſity of the Lord's Supper for infants was taught by 
the conſent of the eminent fathers of ſome ages, without any 
oppoſition from any of their contemporaries : and was delivered 
by them not as doors, but as witnefes, not as their own opi- 
nion, but as apoſtolic tradition, Chilling. P. 152. Edit. 1. 


633) 
* did ? For, as they were not to circum- 
ciſe their children till the eighth day, fo I 
ſuppoſe they were in no pain for want of the 
ordinance to thoſe who died under that age. 
Nay, as has been obſerved in the former let- 
ters; the rite was intirely dropt, and laid afide 
for no leſs than forty years, when, in the wil- 
derneſs, the uſe of it became inconvenient. 
I recolle& on this occaſion a remarkable 
| paſſage concerning the learned Mr Dodwell, 
as related by the worthy biſhop of Wincheſter, 
in his memoirs of Dr Clarke, © Mr Dodwell, 
te ſays his lordſhip, in order to exalt the powers 
ey and dignity of the prieſibood, endeavoured to 
< prove, that the doctrine of the ſouls natu- 
* ral mortality, was the true and original doc- 
e trine ; and that immortality was only a bap- 
« fiſin conferred upon the foul by the gift of 
© God, through the hands of one ſett of re- 
5 « gular ordained clergy.” 
Is there no appearance of a fimilar extra- 
vagance in their notion of baptiſm, who, in 
all haſte, muſt have the miniſter, if the child 
happen to. be ill, betore the convenient time 
of its baptiſm comes ? Doth not this create a 
ſtrong ſuſpicion, that the bulk of our people 
look upon immortal happineſs as conferred in 
baptiſm, through the hands of the clergy ; 
and imagine this immenſe privilege and bleſ- 
ſing would otherwiſe be loſt? 
In the days when infant communion was 


the re n. it would doubtleſs have 
| E been 


( 34 ) 

been thought a great injury to deny children 
the communion of faints. But the church 
having been long perſuaded that it has no 
ſcripture foundation, has laid it afide, and 
would now be as much ſurprized to ſee in- 
fants brought to the communion, as ſhe then 
would have been to ſee them excluded“. 

The truth ſeems to be this: the ſcripture 
being as entirely filent on the baptiſin as the 
communion of infants; and the perſonal quali- 
fications of repentance, faith, and a good 
conſcience being full as ſtrongly, at leaſt, re- 
quired for baptiſm, as ſelf-examination, and 
other perſonal a&s and qualities for the Lord's 
Supper, they have no concern in either of the 
two ſacraments: nor ought it to be thought 
any more an injury, to withhold our chil- 
dren from baptiſm, than from the Lord's 
Supper. 5 

And I think it no difficult taſk to prove, 
that every objection that lies againſt their be- 
ing admitted to the communion, lies alſo againſt 
their being admitted to bapti/m. 

I keep, my Lord, this one plain ſimple 

int in view; that poſitive inſtitutions ow- 
ing all their obligation to expreſs command, and 
there being 70 command for the baptiſm, any 


more than the communion of infants, the 


New Teſtament intended neither of the facra- 


ments for them, 
The 


* Our accounts of the Greet Church inform us they till 
give the Lord's Supper to children, | | 


(35) 

The catechiſm, which is conſidered as a 
plain ſummary of chriſtian principles, teaches 
with no leſs evidence of truth, that of perſons 
to be baptized is required repentance, whereby 
they forſake ſin; and faith, whereby they 
ſtedfaſtly believe, &c. than it does on the 
other ſacrament; that they who come to the 
Lord's & upper are required to examine tbem- 
ſebves, &c. As to the promiſe of ſureties, on 
which ground infants are baptized, might 
they not full as well be received to the holy 
communion upon the ſame foundation? May 
not ſureties as well promiſe, they ſhall ex- 
amine themſelves, they ſhall ſtedfaſtly pur- 
pole, Sc. as that they ſhall repent ? The 
world is obliged to your Lordſhip for the 
following inſtruction; and I would to God 
we may learn it, viz. that nothing can re- 
medy our miſtakes on ſubjects of this nature, 
ce but perſuading Chriſtians to have recourſe to 

te Feſus Chriſt, and to thoſe to whom he him- 
te {elf declared what his deſign was in this in- 
« ſtitution. Plain Account, p. 6. 

If then infants, for want of repentance and 
faith in themſelves, are authorized to receive 
baptiſm on promiſe of their ſureties, Chriſt or 
his apoſtles muſt have declared this. If they 
have, where is it? Is not the affair of ſureties 
entirely a /upplement of our own? But © in 
e the matter, my Lord, of an inſtituted duty, 
(or a duty made fo by the poſitive will of 
« any perſon) no one can be a judge but the 
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« inſtitutor himſelf, of what he deſigned 
* ſhould be contained in it; and becauſe, ſup- 
ee poſing him not to have ſpoken his mind 
* plainly about it, it is impoſſible that any 
cc other perſon (to whom the inſtitutor him- 
e ſelf never revealed his deſign) ſhould make 
* up that defect: all that is added therefore to 
0 Chriſt's inſtitution, as a neceſſary part of it, 
© ought to be eſteemed only as the invention 
© of thoſe who add it: and the more there is 
* added, (let it be done with never ſo much 
e ſolemnity, and never ſo great pretences to 
* authority) the leſs there is remaining of the 
* ſimplicity of the z7/tztution as Chrift himſelf 
© left it. I am the more ſolicitous to ob- 
* ſerve this, and to impreſs it upon the minds 
* of Chriſtians, becauſe it is the only thing 
© that can either prevent or cure the m/takes 
* of many fincere Chriſtians upon this ſub- 
« ject.” Plain — OE 

J am, 


My Lokp, &c. 
eee eee 
nr r 
My LORD, | 5 : 
| HERE are ſundry paſſages of ſcripture 


commonly thought to countenance in- 
fant baptiſm, which therefore muſt be conſi - 


dered. Mark x. 13, &c. They brought 


YOUNG 


(37) 
YOUNG CHILDREN 70 Chrift, that he ſhould 
Touch them; and his diſciples rebuked thoſe 
that brought them. But when Jeſus ſaw it, 
he was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid unto them, 
Suffer the little children to come unto me, and 


forbid them not; for of ſuch is the kingdom of 


God. Verily I ſay unto you, whoſoever ſhall 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he ſhall not enter therein. AND HE Took 
THEM UP IN HIS ARMS, PUT HIS HANDS 
UPON THEM, AND BLESSED THEM, This 
hiſtorical fact we have in three of the Evan- 
geliſts. St Matthew ſays, Little children 
| were brought to Chriſt, that he ſhould pur 
HIS HANDS ON THEM AND PRAY, Mark 
and Luke fay, they were brought unto Chriſt 
that he ſhould Toucy THEM. And what did 
Chriſt do unto theſe children? He laid his 
Hands on them, faith St Matt. xix. 15. He 
took them up in his arms, put his hands upon 
them, and bleſſed them, ſaith St Mark. 

There is no difficulty, my Lord, in theſe 
words. We are expreſſly told, the children 
were brought unto our Saviour, for the bene- 
fit of his bleſſing and prayers; attended with 
the uſual ceremony of impoſition of hands : for 
in this manner holy men were uſed 7o leſs, 
or pray for a bleſſing on others. The cuſtom 
is as ancient as the time of the patriarch Ja- 
cob; who called for Joſeph's two ſons Ma- 
naſſeb and Ephraim, that he might bleſs 
them: and he put his right hand upon E- 


Phraim's 
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phraim's head, and his left hand upon Ma- 


naſſeb's head, and he ſaid, God bleſs the lads, 
Gen. xlviii. | | 
Here is the very fame tranſaction, as that 
we have under conſideration : Jacob called 
for his grandchildren, that he might Bleſs 
them, by impoſition of hands and prayer, 
Chriſt, in like manner, called for the children, 
(whom his diſciples would have ſent away) 
that he might 4/z/s them, by impoſition of 
hands and prayer. 8 5 
Can your Lordſhip perceive any thing con- 
cerning the chriſtian rite of baptiſm given to 
theſe children? Is it ſaid they were brought 
for that purpoſe, or that Chriſt baptized 
them ? No ſuch thing ; your Lordſhip will 
as ſoon find baptiſm given by Jacob to the 
lads whom he bleſſed, and prayed for; as in 
this hiſtory of the New Teſtament, of Chriſt's 
blefling and praying for the children. 

No doubt, the prayers of pious perſons 
may ſucceed for a bleſſing upon infants, or 
others; and if the fervent prayer of a righte- 
ous man avails much, how much more the 
prayer of Jeſus Chri/t Let us follow him in 
praying for our children: but if we will ap- 
tige them too, Chriſt affords us no example 
of this in the paſſage under conſideration. 
But is not the baptiſm of infants implied in 
theſe following words? Except a man be barn 
of water and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter in- 
to the kingdom of God, John iii. 5. Accord- 
ing 


(39) 

ing to the original it is, except any one be 
born, &c. [ea ph ms]. If there be any 
proof here, it lies in the indefinite word ſms] 
any one: but this word occurring in paſſages 
without number, where infants cannot poſſibly 
be intended ; no evidence arifes merely from 
the uſe of it. A few examples will ſuffice out 
of this fame Evangeliſt. St John vii. 17. F 
any man, ns, any one] will do his will, &c. 
ver. 37. If any man | Ti, any one] thirſt, 
let him come to me, &c. viii. 51. If a man 
f 715, any one] keep my ſaying, &c. xi. 9, 10. 
If any man ns, any one] walk in the day, he 
Pambleth not but if a man vs, any one] 
walk in the night, &c. xv. 6. If a man abide 
nor in me [eev un ne, except any one]. But it 
may be, replied, the nature of the ſubjects 
here plainly guides us to limit the indetermi- 
nate words [any one] to ſuch as are come to 
years of underſtanding. In like manner, I 
ſay, the whole doctrine of baptiſm guides us to 
limit thefe very ſame words to perſons come to 
years of underſtanding. The mere word [765] is 
too general and indefinite to prove any thing. 
Tt may be further obſerved, - that as chriſtian 
baptiſm was not yet inſtituted ; ſome good ex- 
poſitors underſtand this paſſage, viz. born of 
water and the ſpirit, not of baptiſm, but of 
the influences of the /þ:7:7 only: except a man 
be born of the clean/ing ſpirit. So Grotius, 
who ſays, here is the figure ee Ne Sou. 
And Calvin, one of the beſt expoſitors — 
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(49) 
his day, obſerves, to talk to Nicodemus of 
% baptiſm would be premature: the deſign 
* of Chriſt here is to exhort him to regene- 
* ration, and newnels of life.“ 1 

But if baptiſmm be here intended, it is pa- 
raphraſed with much good ſenſe by Dr 
Clarke, in the following words. I did not 
© mean a new birth in natural, but in a moral 
« ſenſe; that a man muſt be entirely changed 


© from all the corrupt opinions he has before 


*, entertained; and from whatever wicked 
* practices he has formerly been guilty of, 
and enter upon a perfectly new courſe of 
e life: that he muſt be baptized into the 
© profeſſion of the true courſe of religion; 
* and that, ſuitably to this obligation, he 
* muſt be thoroughly purified from all 
* worldly and carnal luſts, and muſt univer- 
* fally conform himſelf in mind and life to 
tc obey all the holy precepts of that religion, 
te under the guidance and aſſiſtance of the 
% Dfvine Spirit, which God will be always 


ready to beſtow on thoſe who ſincerely de- 


ce fire to obey his commandments, This, I 
t fay, is neceſſary in order to a man's attain- 
* ing eternal life; and without this, he can 
* never enter into the kingdom of God.” 

This was doctrine very neceſſary to Nico- 
demus, a man of the Phariſees, who were in- 
finitely ſcrupulous about exfernals, but great 
ſtrangers to inward, ſubſtantial religion. 


There 


(41) 

There are two other paſſages produced in 
proof of infant baptiſm. . 1 Cor. vii. 14. E/e 
were your children unclean, but now are they 
HOLY. Rom. xi. 16. If the root be Hol v, 
fo are the branches, I am very willing that 
children ſhould be as holy as the moſt bene- 
volent perſon can wiſh them. I have 'no 
manner of inclination to lay a ſtain on that 
innocent age, which our : bleſſed Saviour was 
ſo remarkably inclined to point out to us, 
as the emblem and ſample of that ſimplicity 
and purity neceſſary to all his diſciples. But 
as here is not a word about their baptiſm, we 
ſtill, my Lord, remain quite deſtitute of that 
plain and full declaration, which your Lord- 
ſhip-requires for the ſupport and warrant of 
a poſitive inſtitution, l 

But no argument is receiv'd more readily 
than this: Baptiſm comes in the room of Cir- 
cumciſion: children were circumciſed, and 
therefore are to be baptized. My Lord, I 
muſt beg leave to hold faſt the ſound words 
you have taught me. If this be fo, Chriſt 
«© or his apoſtles have declared it.” And 
where is the paſſage of ſcripture, which in- 
ſtruts us that baptiſm comes in the room of 
circumciſion ? The New Teſtament ſpeaks 
very copiouſly of circumciſion as a rite abo- 
liſhed; the retention whereof, far from being 
ſerviceable, would be m/chievous ; therefore 
it was a happineſs to be free from it; but no 
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(42) 
where, that I can find, does the ſcripture 
fay, or much as hint, that baptiſm comes 


in its place. 


In the apoſtles days, the chriſtians con- 
verted from Judaiſm were exceedingly in- 
clined and zealous to incorporate circumci- 
fion with chriſtianity. Their zeal in this 
matter became very troubleſome to the 
churches. What method do the apoſtles 
take to remedy this evil? Do they ever in- 
ſtrutt them that they need not be ſo tena- 
cious of one poſitive rite, ſince another was 

pointed in its ſtead; to be adminiſtered to 
the fame perſons of the ſame age? Such an 
obſervation would have been very much to 
the purpoſe ; and the moſt likely that could 
be to give the judaizing chriſtians ſatisfaction; 
and therefore, I ſuppoſe, the apoſtles would 
have taken this method, if fact were 
really fo, that baptiſm was ſubſtituted in the 
room of circumciſion. But do they go this 
way to work? Nothing is to be found of it 
in all their reaſonings to diſſuade chriſtians 
from circumciſion. 

They warn chriſtians that the Zenlow for 
circumciſion were ſubverters of mens ſouls, 
Acts xv. 24. That circumciſion availed not 
unto juſtification ; whether that rite be con- 
ſidered as derived from Moſes or from Abra- 
ham, Rom. iv. But, that if they ert cir- 
cumciſed, Chriſt Should * them nothing, 


Gal. v. 2. This 


( 43) 
This is the way they treat that Old Tefta- 
ment rite: as a uſeleſs, burthenſome, injuri- 
ous ceremony. But they never go about to 
ſoften the Jews by telling them that chriſti- 
anity has another rite in its flead. And yet 
this way of dealing with them is not more 
ſoft, than it was likely to have proved effec- 
tual; if it were ſo, that baptiſm is the ſubſti- 
tute of circumciſion. Now becauſe the apoſ- 
tles never talk in this ſtrain, it ſeems natural 
to infer they never thought ſo. 
I know but of one paſſage in all the New 
Teſtament, that has been offered in ſupport 
of the opinion, that baptiſm comes in the 
place of circumciſion, and that is, Coloſſ. ii. 
11, 12. In whom alſo ye are circumciſed with 
the cireumcifion made without hands, in put- 
ting off the body of the fins of the fleſh, by the 
circumciſion of Chriſt : buried with bim in 
baptiſm, &c. 5 
For the right underſtanding of this paſſage, 
it will be needful to obſerve; that the C01 
fans, as other churches of the Gentiles, were 
in danger of being /educed to the obſervance 
of circumciſion. To guard them againſt this 
danger, the apoſtle here tells them, they had 
received the internal and ſpiritual circumci- 
fion, made without hands, in putting off the 
body of the fins of the fleſh : conſequently 
the literal circumciſion was not neceſſary, and 
the judaizing chriſtians troubled them with a 
F 2 ground- 
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groundleſs controverſy. St Paul teaches the 
ſame doctrine in other places: thus, Rom, ii. 
28, 29. For he is not a Few which is one ou r- 
WARDLY ; neither is that circumciſion which 
{5s OUTWARD in the FLESH z but he is a Jeu 
which is one INWARDLY ; and CIRCUMCISION 
is that of the HEART, in the SPIRIT, not in 
the letter, whoſe praiſe 15 not of men, but of 
God. 

This znward, fpiritual circumciſion being 
alone to be regarded, he calls the jewiſh zea- 
lots the Conciſion, and ſays that we Chriſtians 
are the circumciſon, which worſhip God in 
the ſpirit, c. 

The apoſtle, in the place under conſide- 
ration, doth not call this ſpiritual circumci- 
ſion baptiſm; but, being renewed in the ſpi- 
rit of their mind; having repentance towards 
God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; in 
conſequence of this, they were baptized, Thus 
they had he outward and viſible fign of in- 
ward and ſpiritual grace. In a word, the 
circumciſion here ſpoken of cannot mean bap- 
tiſin; for it is expreſſly ſaid to be made with. 
out hands; which is not true of baptiſm, any 
more than of the literal circumciſion. 


7 
Lok p, &c. 
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SEPA EEEDIS SSIS TEES SLASHES ISISSESSIESS 
T 
My LORD, 

FT ER the ſtricteſt ſearch into the 
nature and deſign of this poſitive inſti- 
tution, it appears to me there is no poſitive 
proof that it was deſigned for children. And 
if it be allowed there is no poſitive evidence, 
it is, I think, allowing there is no proof at 
all: for nothing of a poſitive and ritual na- 
ture can be proved a duty, or a command of 

God, merely by our own reaſonings, and by 

arguments drawn from ſuppoſed fitneſs. If 

once we admit, as divine appointments, prac- 
tices grounded on our own notions of fitneſs, 
expediency, uſefulneſs, &c. there is no know- 
ing where to ſtop. At this rate a thouſand 
ceremonies may be introduced into the church, 
though not one of them can ſtand the que- 
ſtion, Who hath required this at your hands? 

„.. 1 

I am ſorry I am brought to a concluſion, 

in which ſo many are otherwiſe minded. 

And what parts us? It is this. They aim to 

prove a poſitive command by inferences: 1 

think it neceſſary (in which I am honoured 

with your Lordſhip's ſuffrage) to look out 
far a plain declaration, By the force of infe- 
| rence, 
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rence, they ſet aſide that maturity of age, 
and ſelf-dedication to true religion, to which 
all the New Teſtament. hiſtory of baptiſm 
confines it; and univerfally, (except in the 


caſe of proſelytiſm) apply it. to an age inca- 


pable of knowing the deſign of the ſolemnity, 
and of which the goſpel is perfectly ſilent. 

From examining the inſtructions of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his apoſtles, it appears to me, 
that the two poſitive inſtitutions of the goſpel 
ſhould go hand in hand, and be received a- 
bout the ſame time; and none baptized, till 
like St Peter's audience, they gladly receive the 
word, and are qualified for chriſtian fe/lowſhrp, 
and breaking of bread, Acts ii. 41, 42. But, 
with moſt chriſtians, theſe two ordinances 
are kept aſunder, by the ſpace of a great num- 
ber of years. N e 

Infants, ſay the writers for Pædo- baptiſm, 
were received into covenant under the Old 
Teſtament by circumciſion; therefore they 
muſt be received into the chriſtian covenant 
by baptiſm: elſe the Jewiſh children had a 
privilege beyond thoſe of chriſtians. 

And may not nfallibility, that fundamen- 
tal doctrine of the Roman church, be proved 
in the ſame manner? As thus, the people of 
God under the Old Teſtament enjoyed the 
benefit of infallibility, The High Prieſt had 
the Urim and Thummim, by which the mind 
of God was known for certainty on great oc- 

| | caſions. 
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caſions. Conſequently, there muſt be infal- 
 libility in the chriſtian church: otherwiſe the 
leſs perfect diſpenſation of Moſes will have a 
great privilege beyond the chriſtian. And 
this infallibility is moſt evidently of the great- 
eſt ſervice, to maintain unity and peace, ſo 
neceſſary to the ſtability and improvement 
of the church, and to prevent ſtrife and con- 
tention, the root of confuſion and every evil 
work. A privilege ſo obviouſly of the great- 
eſt uſe, and which the church had under the 


Old Teſtament, undoubtedly remains under 


the better and more glorious diſpenſation os 
Chriſt. 


ture admits of none but poſiti ve evidence, en- 
deavours to make up the want of it by infe- 
rence, and reaſoning from fitneſs. Such an 
inſtitution there was under the Old Teſta- 
ment; therefore it remains under the New. 
But, © that our Saviour deſigned the bi- 
* ſhop of Nome to this office [ot infallibility] 
< and yet would not /ay fo, nor cauſe it to be 
<« written, ſo much as once, by any of the 
* evangeliſts and apoſtles, but leave it to be 
drawn out of uncertain principles, by thir- 
© teen or fourteen more uncertain conſequen- 
+ ces; he that ＋ 3 it, let him believe 
* it.. Chilling. 

Whether, or — 2 this 1s applicable to 


the dodtrine of infant baptiſm, which alſo. 


Our 


Thus the Romanift, in an affair whoſe na- 
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| ( 48.) 
eur Saviour has not cauſed to be ritten by 
any of the evangeliſts and apoſtles, ſo much as 
once, your Lordſhip will judge. f 

If poſitive inſtitutions may be proved by 
mere inference, and the ſuppoſed fitneſs of 
things; may we not advance a ſtep or two 
further? Thus, At the paſſover, men, wo- 
men, and children partook, vide Exod. xii. 4. 
and Pat. Comment. Since then children par- 
took of the paſſover, they have a right to 
the Lord's Supper. The paſſover was an or- 
dinance which particularly concerned children, 
commemorating falvation to all the firft Born 
of Jrael, when the firſt born of the Egyptians 
were deſtroyed. But the falvation accom- 
pliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt is of infinitely more 
importance than what the paſſover comme- 
morated. Chriſt is the true paſchal lamb, and 
expreſſly ſtiled our paſſover ſacrificed for us. 
Shall children then be partakers of the type, 
and have no part in the great antitype? Were 
they allowed to partake of an inſtitution 
which celebrated a bodily and. temporal deli- 
verance: and will it not be hard and unrea- 
ſonable to exclude them from a ſervice which 
commemorates the eternal ſalvation of the ſoul 
by the Son of Gop? Had children a part in 
the memorial of that blood, which ſecured 
them from the deſtruction in Egypt : and 
muſt they be outcaſts from the Lord's Sup- 
per, as if they had no part nor lot in the blood 


of 


1 

of Cbriſt? How abſurd were this! to allow 
them the ſhadow, and debar them the /#b- 
ance ! to admit them to a 4% privilege, and 

ſhut them out from an 7nfintzely greater / 
Again: may we not reaſon out a right to 
3 inſtitution, thus: God promiſed A- 
raham, to be a God to him, and to is SEED 
after him, Gen. xvii. 7. Of this promiſe and 
covenant circumciſion was the token, ver. 10, 
11, But ſurely the Almighty did not confine 
his promiſe and covenant to the male-ſeed of 
Abrabam. The diſtinction of ſex only, can- 
not make ſo vaſt a difference, that 7he ſons of 
the patriarch were within the covenant, and 
the daughters out of it, Beſides, this cove- 
nant with Abraham was the covenant of 
Grace; that very covenant which contains 
the ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings of the g 
J. Far be it from any one to think, that 
the daughters of Abraham were excluded ſuch 
a covenant. Being then within the covenant, 
they have a right to an external fign and to- 

ken of the covenant. | CE 
True, it is only ſaid in expreſs words, Eve- 
ry MAN-CHILD among you ſhall be circumciſed, 
But certainly, Abrabam, and the T1ſrael/tes, 
were not ſuch poor reafoners, that they could 
not infer, by analogy, the right of the e- 
male. Abraham's daughters muſt not be caſt 
out of covenant : but to deny them an exter- 
nal fign would be an excluſion of them, and 
| leaving 
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leaving them to the uncovenanted mercies of 


God, WS, | 
Jam aware, your Lordſhip will ſay; this 
is carrying analogy too far. Analogy will not 
ſuffice in ſupport of duties that reſt only on 
plain declaration. _ | 
I grant it. But, my Lord, is not this the 
very reaſoning for infant baptiſm, in default 
of poſitive command and evidence ? and the 
reaſoning on which the greateſt fireſs is laid? 
By analogy, faith Dr Clarke, drawn from 
te this rite of circumciſion, it has, for very 
* many ages, been the general practice in 
ce the Chriſtian church to receive infants by 
te baptiſm into the obligations of faith and 
te obedience to the goſpel ; and to make pro- 
&« feſſion for them, what they are to believe 
e and obey. [His next words are remarkable] 
e Whether this analogy be rightly drawn, or 
% no; and be a ſufficient and adequate foun- 
te dation for what has been built upon it, is 
% contraverſy.” &c. Serm, XxXviii. Vol. I. 
Edit. Fol. And a controverſy I think it will 
always remain, while the practice ſubſiſteth, 
and we are bleſſed with the liberty of the 

Bible, by which to examine and judge of it. 
J ſhall conclude with offering it to conſi- 
deration, how widely our preſent adminiſtra- 
tion of baptiſm differs from its firſt ſtate. It 
was according to the goſpel, immer ſion, and 
continued ſo, univerſally, for many ages; but 
We 


(51) 
we have at laſt diſcovered the inconvenience of 
that, and altered it for another rite, Its ori- 
ginal deſign was, that the perſons baptized. 
ſhould therein teſtify for themſelves, and as 
their perſonal act, their acknowledgment and 
belief of Jeſus Chriſt to be the Meſſiah, and 
Son of God; and their obligation and pur- 
poſe of obedience to him. Their baptiſm, at 
the very time of receiving it, was a ſolemn 
declaration of their being belzevers, and of 
the obligation, they know:ngly and of choice, 
took upon themſelves, to walk worthy of the 
Lord unto allpieaſing. But now, inſtead of 
the perſon baptized chuſing for himſelf, and 
promiſing for himſelf, he is a mere paſſive 
creature ; of an age that knows nothing ; in- 
capable of choice ; but promiſes, by proxy, 
that he will be, if he lives long enough, a 
good Chriſtian. | 

Such is the change made in this ſacrament: 
and herein, I think, is verified the obſerva- 
tion of that truly great man-Archbiſhop T/- 
lotſon, mentioned at the beginning of the for- 
mer letters, vig. In proceſs of time the 
© beſt inſtitutions are apt to decline, and by 
< inſenſible degrees to ſwerve and depart from 
ce the perfection of their f fate, and there- 
fore it is a good rule, to preſerve things 
* from corruption and degeneracy, often to 
ce look back to the of inſtitution, and by that 
sto correct thoſe imperfections and _ 
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